
www.sare.org

What is
SARE?
Since 1988, the
Sustainable Agriculture
Research & Education
(SARE) program has
been the go-to USDA
grants and outreach
program for farmers,
ranchers, researchers
and educators who want
to develop innovations
that improve farm
profitability, protect
water and land, and
revitalize communities.
To date, SARE has
awarded over $4.0
million to more than 76
initiatives [1].

SARE is grassroots
with far-reaching
impact

Four regional councils of
expert practitioners set
priorities and make
grants in every state
and island protectorate.

SARE communicates
results

SARE shares project
results by requiring
grantees to conduct
outreach and grower
engagement; and by
maintaining an online
library of practical
publications, grantee-
produced information
products and other
educational materials.

SARE: Advancing the Frontier of
Sustainable Agriculture in...

Mississippi
Project Highlight: Advancing Opportunities for Women Farmers

Women farmers accounted for 30 percent of farmers nationwide in 2012, according to the Census
of Agriculture, and 14 percent of them were principal operators. But while those numbers are
encouraging, support and outreach is needed to increase those numbers and to sustain the
women already involved in agriculture. 

That is why organizations like Annie’s Project, a national risk-management education program for
women launched in 2003, is so needed. Its 2012 SARE grant allowed the program to expand its
reach by conducting two training events in Mississippi where Extension educators from across the
South gathered to learn how to conduct Annie’s Project workshops. A typical Annie’s Project
workshop brings in guest speakers from local agricultural businesses to discuss topics such as
finances, human resources and marketing with local women farmers. The SARE-funded trainings
drew 63 Extension educators from 12 universities—including three historically black
universities—and many went on to conduct workshops in their communities. In Mississippi alone,
more than 16 educators went on to hold local Annie’s Project workshops. 

For more information on this project, see sare.org/projects, and search for project number
ES12-113. 

SARE in Mississippi
southern.sare.org/state-profiles/mississippi/

$3,976,413
in total funding

76 grant projects

(since 1988 [1])

For a complete list of Mississippi grant
projects, go to projects.sare.org/state-
fact-sheets/

[1] These totals reflect available data; complete information may not be available for all grant programs prior to 2016.

https://www.sare.org/projects
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/es12-113/
https://southern.sare.org/state-profiles/mississippi/
https://projects.sare.org/state-fact-sheets/?st=MS&action=sfs&submit=Go&script_id=sfs
https://projects.sare.org/state-fact-sheets/?st=MS&action=sfs&submit=Go&script_id=sfs


SARE in Mississippi, 2021–2026
This is a summary of recent SARE-funded activities and impacts in the state. To search all SARE projects visit
projects.sare.org. For a list of all projects in Mississippi visit projects.sare.org/state-fact-sheets/.

Grants awarded

Total awards: 25 grants
1 Farmer/Rancher
2 Research and Education
3 Professional Development Program
2 On Farm Research/Partnership
1 Graduate Student
2 Education Only

14 PDP State Program [2]

Total funding: $1,508,811
$14,909 Farmer/Rancher

$799,925 Research and Education
$234,737 Professional Development Program
$49,778 On Farm Research/Partnership
$14,032 Graduate Student
$72,838 Education Only

$322,592 PDP State Program [2]

[2] The Professional Development Program (PDP) State Program is a non-
competitive award that funds the activities of the state coordinator(s).
See more below.

Farmer and rancher impacts

SARE grantees have reported the following
impacts from their projects:

2,841 farmers participated in a SARE-
funded project

315 farmers changed a practice

For a complete list of Mississippi awards, visit:
projects.sare.org/state-fact-sheets/

Learn about local impacts at:
southern.sare.org/sare-in-your-state/mississippi/

Contact Your SARE State Coordinator
SARE sustainable ag coordinators run state-level educational programs for Extension and other ag professionals, and many help
grant applicants and recipients with planning and outreach. Visit southern.sare.org/state-profiles/mississippi/ to learn more.

Emran Ali
Alcorn State University
(601) 877-6129
eali@alcorn.edu

Libby Durst
Mississippi State University
(662) 325-3516
lsd83@msstate.edu

Leyla Rios
Mississippi State Unviersity
(662) 325-0123
leyla.rios@msstate.edu

Margeria Smith
Alcorn State Univ. Extension
Program
(601) 877-4740
margeria@alcorn.edu

SARE is funded by the USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).
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